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JUl18 1995

95-242
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

EASTERN ALUMNI SATISFIED WITH THEIR EDUCATION AND JOBS
CHARLESTON -- After leaving college 10 years ago and entering
the

work

force,

93

percent

of

Eastern

Illinois

University's

graduates are either satisfied or very satisfied with their current
jobs, according to a recent survey of alumni conducted by Eastern's
Office of Academic Affairs and the Office of Planning and Public
Affairs.
The survey was compiled in accordance with the Illinois Board
of

Higher

System,

Education

(IBHE}

established in 1991,

Baccalaureate

Graduates'

Follow-up

and to provide data for Eastern's

undergraduate program reviews.
All public universities in Illinois administer one-year, fiveyear and ten-year after graduation surveys on a common schedule.
Although some universities survey only a sample of graduates each
year, Eastern surveys the entire population.
Of the 2,032 graduates who received one or more baccalaureate
degrees from Eastern in 1984,
question survey.

47.3 percent responded to the 13-

An overwhelming 95 percent of the respondents
-more-
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ALUMNI SURVEY

indicated that their attitude towards Eastern is either strongly
positive or positive.
"It is encouraging that Eastern's alumni continue to feel
strong

satisfaction

tradition

of

with

providing

their
a

undergraduate

quality

programs.

undergraduate

Our

program

is

reinforced by the results of this survey," said EIU President David
Jorns.
In addition, alumni were asked to provide other information
including:

primary occupation and how closely it relates to their

degree area; the number of employers they've worked for in the past
ten

years;

if

they

have

completed

any

post

graduate

work;

satisfaction with degree preparation and their selected area of
study;

estimated before tax income;

and their present attitude

toward their alma mater.
Eighty-four percent of 1984 EIU graduates are employed fulltime, with 79 percent of those graduates working in jobs related to
their bachelor's degree major.
The majority of graduates

(36 percent)

work in a business

related field and (19 percent) of all the respondents earn between
$30,000 and $34,999 a year.

Thirteen percent of respondents earn

between $35,000 and $39,999 and 12 percent earn between $25,000 and
$29,999 each year.
Twenty percent of the respondents are employed in elementary
or

secondary

schools

and

four

percent

universities.
-more-

work
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and
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Over 50 percent of graduates had worked for three to six
employers during the past 10 years,

while only 20 percent had

worked for one employer.
Thirty-two

percent

of

the

graduates

had

earned

a

post-

secondary degree.
The results of the survey also will be used by university
personnel for strategic planning.
-30-

